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Floor Tiles vs. Wall Tiles – What are the
differences? This is a question that many
homeowners ask themselves. 

Floor tiles are typically installed on a floor to
mimic the appearance of wood, stone,
concrete, or other natural materials. Wall tiles
typically serve as decorative pieces in hallways
and bathrooms. 

We will be exploring the differences between
these two types of tiles in order to help you
decide which product you want to use for your
space.

In this article, floor tiles refer to tiles that are
made from porcelain or ceramic clay with a
lower water absorption (usually less than 6%)
and wall tiles refer to tiles that are made from
ceramic clay with a higher water absorption
(usually more than 10%). Wall tiles are fired at a
lower temperature, thus allowing for a wider
variety of colour options to be used.

The distinction between wall and floor tiles
boils down to its ratings for slipperiness and
hardness.
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Slip Rating: 
Slip ratings are one thing that helps define
which type of tile goes on walls or floors. 

Every ceramic or porcelain tile has a
certain slip rating. Floor tiles must have a
minimum level of friction for them to be
safe to walk on. This is called Slip Rating,
with higher numbers representing greater
friction. Wall tiles are not usually tested
for Slip Ratings because friction is not an
issue where traction is not a concern.
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Resistance to Surface Abrasion Rating:
Resistance to Surface Abrasion ratings
are the second factor that define
hardness and durability. 

There are five classes of ratings that the
tile will fall into. Ratings range from
Class 1, for areas that are walked on with
soft footwear or bare feet, to Class 5, for
areas that are subject to heavy-duty
foot traffic over sustained periods of
time, as found in commercial settings. 

Surface abrasion ratings are usually
buried within each tile's specifications
and are a good determiner of where a
tile can be used.

W H A T  A R E  F L O O R  T I L E S ?

Materials: 
Floor tiles are typically made from
tougher materials than wall tiles. This is
because they need to be able to
withstand more wear and tear since
they’re going to be walked on. 

Materials such as ceramic, porcelain,
and stone are commonly used for floor
tiles. Wall tiles can be made from these
same materials, but you’ll also find glass
and metal options as well.

Colors and Patterns: 
Floor tiles tend to be available in more
subdued colors and patterns since they
need to complement the rest of the
room décor. 

Wall tiles, on the other hand, can be
found in a wide range of colors and
patterns since they’re not limited by this
factor.

W H A T  A R E  W A L L  T I L E S ?

Wall tiles are tiles that are placed on the
wall in order to create a decorative
effect.

They are usually made from ceramic
clay which has a higher water
absorption. Wall tiles are available in a
variety of colors, shapes, and sizes.
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P R O S  A N D  C O N S  O F  
F L O O R  T I L E S

 Durable and easy to care for.
Resist stains and scratches, making
them ideal for high-traffic areas.
Comes in a wide variety of colors,
styles, and textures, so you can find
the perfect look for your home.
Cooler than other flooring options in
warm climates, making them more
comfortable to walk on.

There are many things to consider when
choosing floor tiles for your home. Here
are some pros and cons of floor tiles to
help you make your decision:

Pros:
1.
2.

3.

4.
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Can be slippery, so they may not be the best
choice for areas where safety is a concern.
May be quite hard, so they may not be
comfortable to stand on for long periods of
time.
May be cold in winter climates, so they may
require the use of area rugs or floor mats.

Cons:
1.

2.

3.
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P R O S  A N D  C O N S  O F  W A L L  T I L E S

Gives your home a unique and stylish
look.
Easier to clean than floor tiles, since
you don't have to worry about dirt and
grime getting trapped in the grout
lines.
Often less expensive than floor tiles, so
they are great option if you're on a
budget.

There are many pros and cons to using
wall tiles in your home. Some people love
the way they look, while others find them
difficult to clean. 

Here are a few things to consider before
making a decision about whether or not
to use wall tiles in your home.

Pros:
1.

2.

3.

SHAPE - MOONSTONE CARBON

Difficult to install, especially if you don't
have experience with home
improvement Projects.
Tricky to clean, since you have to reach
up high to scrub them.
If they're not installed properly, wall tiles
can eventually start to loosen and fall off.

Cons:
1.

2.

3.
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When it comes to your home, there are a lot of choices to make. 

One of the choices you will have to make is what type of tile to use for your floors and
walls. There are two main types of tiles: floor tiles and wall tiles. 

So, which should you use?

Floor tiles are designed to be durable and withstand a lot of foot traffic. They are
usually made from tougher materials like ceramic or porcelain. 

Wall tiles, on the other hand, are not meant to be walked on and are often made from
softer materials like glass or clay.

One of the main considerations when choosing between floor and wall tiles is where
you will be using them. If you need tile for an area that will see a lot of foot traffic, then
floor tiles are the way to go. 

However, if you are looking for tile for an area that will not get much wear and tear,
then wall tiles might be a better option.
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W H I C H  S H O U L D  Y O U  U S E ?

C O N C L U S I O N

So, there you have it — a quick run-
down of the main differences
between floor tiles and wall tiles. 

As you can see, each type of tile has
its own unique set of benefits and
drawbacks, so it’s important to
choose the right one for your needs. 

Hopefully, this article has helped you
make a more informed decision
about which type of tile is right for
your home. STUDIO - LAVASTONE BONE
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