


Choose the Right Adhesive for Your Tiles 

Welcome back to another Heritage Ceramics Guide – your go-to source for relevant information
and practical tips for your tiling projects! Today, our focus will be on tile adhesives. We will guide
you through what tile adhesive is, the key factors to consider when choosing the right adhesive, and
expert tips for effective application.  
  
This guide will equip you with the knowledge to address potential risks and critical factors before
the project begins, ensuring proper tile installation. You can also collaborate seamlessly with the
construction team, ensuring a successful tile project outcome.  
  

Selecting high-quality tiles is crucial for ensuring durability in your projects, but the installation
process is equally important! This includes choosing the right adhesive for your tiles, which can
significantly impact the safety and longevity of your flooring.  

What is Tile Adhesive?
Tile adhesive is a polymer-based adhesive
substance, essentially a “glue”, that is used to
secure the tiles to the floor or wall. 

It ensures that tiles remain in place for a long
time, contributing to the overall safety and
stability of the installation.  

Using a good quality adhesive is crucial as it
will need to provide the necessary adhesion
strength to keep tiles stable and prevent them
from slipping off the surface. This will pose
safety risks for users.  

5 Key Factors To Consider When Selecting Tile Adhesives  
Let’s dive into these 5 key factors to consider when choosing the perfect tile adhesive for your
project.  

1.  Identify the Tile Type 

Different tiles require different types of
adhesives to ensure proper installation.
Understanding the type of tile you are using,
whether porcelain, ceramic, or natural stone,
helps you to select the correct adhesive.  

© HERITAGE CERAMICS 02



2. Determine Wall or Floor Tile 

It is crucial to distinguish whether you’re working with wall or floor tiles. 

Wall tile adhesives do not have the load-bearing capacity of floor tile adhesives, so using them on
floors could lead to durability issues.  

3. Assess the Tiling Surface 

Every surface has unique characteristics and needs a specific adhesive to ensure durability. Is the
surface a concrete, wood, plywood or stone?  
  

4. Consider the Environment 

Where will your tiles be installed? Will they be in high-traffic areas, high humidity, or extreme
temperatures? Not all adhesives have suitable water resistant or are suitable for extreme conditions. 

5. Align with Project Requirements 

Tile adhesives come in rapid or standard
sets. Rapid-set adhesives allow for quick
setting and finishing, ideal for fast
project completion. For intricate designs
or large format tiles that require
precision tiling, standard-set adhesives
will be a better choice as they provide
more working time. 
  
Check the adhesive packaging for “Open
time” which indicates how long you can
leave the adhesive exposed before
placing a tile on it.  



Tips On Proper Adhesive Installation
Proper adhesive application is important for a successful tile installation. Here are 6 handy tips to
guide you through the key aspects of adhesive application! 

Tip 1: Properly Prepare the Surface 

The important step in adhesive application is surface preparation. Ensure the surface is level, dry,
and clean. Remove any dirt, dust, or grease, and repair any cracks or holes. Prime porous or
absorbent substrates for maximum adhesion. These basic steps will prevent tile slippage and ensure
a secure, even application.  

Tip 2: Mix Adhesive Well 

Proper mixing of adhesive is crucial for effective
bonding. When applying, it is important to follow
the manufacturer’s instructions precisely. 

Incorrect mixtures can lead to weak bonding and
application issues. If possible, you can use
mechanical mixers for a smooth and lump-free
mixture, for easy application and to achieve
optimal results.   

Tip 3: Apply Adhesive Uniformly 

Ensure an even spread of adhesive using an
appropriate notched trowel tailored to your tile
type and size. This will create an even ridge,
which helps in settling the tile into position and
allowing the tile to settle fully into the adhesive. 

Avoid applying too much adhesive which can
cause seepage and uneven joints, and may not be
visually appealing. Inversely, if an inadequate
amount of adhesive is applied, this can lead to
poor bonding; over time, tiles will loosen. 

Tip 4: Work in Small Sections 

Apply the adhesive to small, manageable sections. This provides sufficient time to adjust tile
alignment before the adhesive sets. Immediate tile installation after applying the adhesive also
ensures optimal adhesive tack and strong bonding. 
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Tip 5: Allow Ample Time for Drying

Before grouting, ensure your tile adhesive has fully cured. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for
drying times to prevent tile shifting or improper adhesive curing, which can weaken the bond. During
this drying process, it is also important to avoid walking on the tiles. Adhering to these guidelines, will
ensure a strong and lasting tile installation.   

Tip 6: Grout Carefully 

Once the adhesive has fully cured, you can begin the grouting process. When it comes to grouting,
there are also many important considerations.  
  
Explore Our Guides on Grout 

Grout 101 
Selecting Right Grout Colour 

  
Explore Other Guides 

Tile Maintenance 
  

Achieve Your Project Design Vision Effortlessly 

By understanding the basics of tile installation, from choosing the right adhesive to following the
right application methods, ensures stunning and enduring results. Learn to do it right, whether you
are renovating a residential, commercial, institutional or hospitality space. 
  
To ensure the best compatibility, consult with your local tile supplier to select the most appropriate
tile adhesive for your specific tiles.  
 
At Heritage Ceramics, we are dedicated to providing invaluable tips and guides to help you realise
your project design vision. With over 20 years of industry experience and a diverse portfolio of
projects, we are here to support you every step of the way. For more information on our products,
please reach out to us at info@heritageceramics.com. 
  
Explore our products: https://heritageceramics.com/brands/  
Explore our projects: https://heritageceramics.com/projects/ 
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